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C
hristm

as in the H
eart of a C

hild

N
ovem

ber 27 to D
ecem

ber 7
Show

 tim
es 7:30 p.m

. 
(Saturday M

atinee at 2 p.m
. D

ecem
ber 5)

Sum
m

it A
cadem

y A
uditorium

1225 E
ast 13200 South

Six heart-w
arm

ing tales from
 the C

hristm
as season, featuring m

usic
and story from

 real D
raper fam

ilies.

•
The Little M

atch G
irl

•
The G

ift of the M
agi

•
The Littlest A

ngel
•

Santa and the G
im

m
ee G

im
m

ee 
•

The Little D
rum

m
er B

oy
•

The N
utcracker

T
ickets go on sale at the w

ebsite (w
w

w
.draperartscouncil.org) tw

o
w

eeks before the first perform
ance.  T

ickets are $7 for children
under 12, $10 for adults.C

om
ing…

in 2010

A
 spring Y

outh Show
 and then Joseph and the A

m
azing

Technicolor D
ream

coat.  M
ore inform

ation on the 2010 season w
ill

be available shortly.  B
e sure to check the w

ebsite
(w

w
w

.draperartscouncil.org) regularly, and ask to be put on our e-
m

ail list.
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efore the F
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T
he M

an 
in the B
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ler H

at:
     A

 T
erribly E

xciting A
ffair

D
irected by G

ordon S. Jones

N
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ber 6-7, 2009
7:30 p.m
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D
IR

E
C

T
O

R’S N
O

T
E

S

L
ike m

ost people of m
y generation, all I knew

 of A
.A

. M
ilne

w
as the Pooh books and the children’s poem

s.  B
ut M

ilne w
as also a

critic, essayist, novelist, and, for the first half of the 20
th century, one

of B
ritain’s m

ost prom
inent playw

rights.  A
lm

ost all of his w
riting

w
as for adults, as these tw

o plays are.  
In 1965 I bought Year In, Year O

ut in N
ew

 Y
ork for a quarter.

In term
s of m

oney spent per hour of enjoym
ent, that w

as probably
the best buy I ever m

ade.  Since then I have done m
y best to bring

M
ilne’s w

riting to a w
ider audience.

In B
efore the F

lood, M
ilne’s last play, w

e have a sem
i-

serious look at fam
ily and interpersonal relationships, but w

ith
M

ilne’s typical w
ry approach.  

The M
an in the B

ow
ler H

at: A
 Terribly E

xciting A
ffair w

as
one of M

ilne’s first plays, and it lets us play around w
ith w

hat life
m

ight be like if it w
ere at least as exciting as the average television

soap opera.
I’d like to thank the B

oard of the D
raper A

rts C
ouncil for

their w
illingness to indulge this interest of m

ine.  A
lso, huge thanks

to the B
oard of the D

raper H
istoric T

heatre for their stage and their
cooperation.  L

ong m
ay they thrive!

—
G

ordon S. Jones

M
any thanks to the D

avis A
rts C

ouncil for their use of the
set for B

efore the F
lood.
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T
he D

raper A
rts C

ouncil is a group of civic-m
inded D

raperites w
ho

get together to prom
ote and support the arts in D

raper.  T
he C

ouncil
is a com

m
ittee of and provides advice to the D

raper C
om

m
unity

Foundation (our parent organization) and to the C
ity C

ouncil (our
prim

ary source of financial support) on the artistic needs and desires
of the broader D

raper com
m

unity.  Please think about lending us
your support.  w

w
w

.draperartscouncil.org
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M
ike W

eaver (President), G
ordon Jones (Secretary), L

eslie Johnson,
G

aile D
upree, V

anessa N
elson, Scott M

cD
onald, L

ori R
ussell
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L
eslie Johnson (President), L

am
ont Sm

ith (T
reasurer), Jeff

Stenquist, M
ike W

eaver, M
arsha V

audrey, B
ill C

olbert, K
atie Shell,

G
len Sisam

, K
en M

urdock, B
rad W

right, Josh Steim
le, C

hris
A

nderson, R
on Sm

ith

D
R

A
P

E
R C

IT
Y C

O
U

N
C

IL

D
arrell Sm

ith (M
ayor), Jeff Stenquist, Stephanie D

avis, B
ill C

olbert,
A

lan Sum
m

erhays, T
roy W

alker

T
he D

A
C

 expresses sincere thanks to our sponsors and partners:

                   



B
efore the F

lood

C
ast (in order of appearance)

K
erin (Shem

’s w
ife)...................................N

ancy Parker M
errill

H
annah (N

oah’s w
ife)...............................................D

enise G
ull

Shem
 (the eldest son)...........................................R

ussell M
errill

H
am

 (the m
iddle son)..............................................B

rett H
ow

ell
Japheth (the youngest son)...................................D

avid Flem
ing

M
eribal (Japheth’s w

ife).........................................L
auren B

aird
A

yesha (H
am

’s w
ife)...........................................Jennifer M

ason
N

oah......................................................................M
errill D

odge
N

athaneel (a neighbor)..............................................D
avid L

ach
T

irzah (M
eribal’s m

other)...........................................K
athy L

ee

T
he M

an in the B
ow

ler H
at: A

 Terribly E
xciting A

ffair

C
ast (in order of appearance)

M
ary......................................................................Jeanette Jones

John...........................................................................C
hris Jones

T
he H

ero...................................................................B
ob B

edore
T

he H
eroine.............................................................K

ate B
edore

T
he C

hief V
illain................................................T

im
 Schom

berg
A

 B
ad M

an................................................................Jason Jones
Production team

 (for both plays)
D

irector..............................................................G
ordon S. Jones

A
ssistant D

irector....................................................H
aley B

ow
n

Set D
esign and C

onstruction..................................Jacob B
runer

L
ight D

esign...........................................................D
avid B

runer
L

ight and sound operations.......................................K
assie G

ull

 

C
ast and production team

 bios

N
ancy P

arker M
errill  (K

erin) is happy to be perform
ing again w

ith her
husband, R

ussell. T
hey last appeared (as husband and w

ife) in Taylorsville
A

rts C
ouncil’s production of O

klahom
a! N

ancy has w
orked w

ith various
theater com

panies throughout the Salt L
ake V

alley, filling in as actor, props
m

aster, and m
usic director. She w

ould like to thank her fam
ily and the E

-flat
m

inor scale.
R

ussell M
errill (Shem

) is very excited to have this chance to w
ork w

ith
this great cast and production team

, but especially to have a chance to w
ork

w
ith his w

ife, N
ancy. H

e has enjoyed com
m

unity theater w
ork w

ith W
est

Jordan, Taylorsville, and the D
raper H

istoric T
heatre. T

his is his first tim
e

w
ith D

raper A
rts C

ouncil, and he is really enjoying it.
B

rett H
ow

ell (H
am

) A
fter 18 years aw

ay, B
rett H

ow
ell returned to theater

earlier this sum
m

er in the role of R
ev. Toop in See H

ow
 They R

un. B
rett looks

forw
ard to spending tim

e on this and other U
tah com

m
unity theatre stages.

      D
avid L

ach (N
athaneel) D

avid w
orks m

ostly in film
, and finds it a treat to

w
ork w

ith a great group of actors on stage. H
aving w

orked w
ith several of

tonight’s cast folks before he is sure that this play w
ill be fun both for the cast

and the audience.
      K

athy L
ee (T

irzah) K
athy has been acting since the age of three, but after

28 years teaching, she now
 has tim

e to do serious com
m

unity theatre and she
is having a w

onderful tim
e.

      M
errill D

odge (N
oah) M

errill has participating in theater since he w
as 12,

playing such roles as Tevye and B
righam

 Y
oung.  H

e has also directed m
any

plays, m
ost recently A

rsenic and O
ld L

ace at the Sugar Factory Playhouse.
      D

enise G
ull (H

annah) D
enise loves theater. She likes to direct as w

ell as
act (and help w

ith anything in betw
een) in the theater realm

. M
ost frequently

she is involved w
ith the SC

E
R

A
 theater in O

rem
, the Sugar Factory Playhouse

in W
est Jordan and the T

im
panogos H

igh School theater departm
ent.

      Jennifer M
ason (A

yesha) Jennifer has perform
ed in several show

s in
W

est Jordan, m
ost recently appearing as E

laine H
arper in “A

rsenic and O
ld

L
ace.” 2009 has been a w

onderful year of theater for Jennifer, and she's
grateful for the opportunity to be in this production at D

raper H
istoric T

heater.
D

avid F
lem

ing (Japheth) D
avid is a com

puter w
hiz part tim

e and a full-
tim

e student at SL
C

C
, w

here is studying the theater (if he passes G
ordon’s

political science class).  H
e plans to transfer to the U

 of U
 to m

ajor in T
heater

w
ith a focus on A

ctor D
evelopm

ent.



      L
auren B

aird (M
eribal) L

auren is a part-tim
e student w

orking tow
ards

getting a degree in A
m

erican literature and E
nglish, hoping to becom

e an
editor or a publisher som

eday. T
his is her acting debut.

      Jeanette Jones (M
ary) Jeanette claim

s to have a very ordinary life, but
w

ith a rather extraordinary husband and eight extraordinary children, that’s
not likely. She directs the R

enaissance A
cadem

y Storytelling Festival yearly,
but this is her first tim

e on the “real” stage.  
      C

hris Jones (John) D
isclaim

s being extraordinary, but he does seem
 to do

an extraordinary num
ber of things, from

 brokering real estate loans to
publishing a new

spaper, to, w
ell…

there you are.
      B

ob B
edore (T

he H
ero) B

ob has done theatre in U
tah for 30 years now

and has been fortunate enough to perform
 on alm

ost every stage. H
e also does

stand-up and im
prov com

edy (Q
uick W

its and T
he T

hrillionaires) and has a
best-selling book on im

prov. H
is m

ost fortunate blessing is a w
onderful fam

ily
that let’s him

 “act out” from
 tim

e to tim
e.

      K
ate B

edore (T
he H

eroine) K
ate is pleased to be on the stage once again!

She has recently developed a passion for com
m

unity theater, playing roles
such as Q

ueen A
ggravain in “O

nce U
pon a M

attress,” R
ita in “L

ucky Stiff,”
and an ugly old pirate and hag in “R

obin H
ood: T

he L
egendary C

om
edy.” She

thanks her w
onderful fam

ily and friends for all of their love and support.
      T

im
 Schom

burg (T
he C

hief V
illain) E

. T
im

othy Schom
burg started at the

old E
gyptian T

heatre in Park C
ity, then perform

ed at several com
m

unity
theatres in U

tah.  In C
alifornia he perform

ed in several independent film
productions. B

ack in U
tah, he has com

pleted “A
rsenic and O

ld L
ace” at the

Sugar Factory T
heatre.

      Jason Jones (T
he B

ad M
an) Jason com

es from
 a dram

atic fam
ily, so his

presence on stage is no surprise.  H
e last appeared in D

raper in The M
usic

M
an (Q

uartet) for D
A

C
.

      Jacob B
runer (Sets D

esign and C
onstruction) Jacob designs and builds

sets, acts, sings, and directs in com
m

unity theaters all up and dow
n the state.

H
e m

ost recently played the flute and sang in H
olladay A

rts C
ouncil’s

R
uddigore.

      D
avid B

runer (L
ighting D

esign) In that fam
ily, w

hat could D
avid do but

be involved in every aspect of theater?
      K

assie G
ull (L

ight and Sound O
perator) D

oes everything around the
theater, including acting, but not this tim

e. T
hanks to her for her patience.

B
efore the F

lood
A

 play in one act

by A
.A

. M
ilne

Scene 1: N
oah’s living/dining room

 2348 B
.C

. (according to
B

ishop U
ssher)

Scene 2: T
he sam

e, a few
 m

onths later
Scene 3: T

he sam
e, a few

 days later

T
here w

ill be a 15-m
inute interm

ission betw
een plays

The M
an in the B

ow
ler H

at: A
Terribly E

xciting A
ffair

A
 play in one act

by A
.A

. M
ilne

T
he tim

e: anytim
e w

hen the unexpected m
ight occur to the

unsuspecting.

T
he scene: the unsuspecting M

ary and John’s sitting room
, late

evening.


